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which might interrupt his great projects. He had no understanding
for the work of statesmen who did not realize what marvellous
lasting wealth was stored in the brain of a Titan of development.
Wagner decided to proceed to the attack and influence the King
to dismiss these Ministers. The composer would then watch how
the King, 'his Siegfried, his wonderful Siegfried, would deal in the
wood with the two villains, Fafner, the parricide, and Mime,
the cunning dwarf. These were his pseudonyms for the Cabinet
Secretary von Pfistermeister and the Treasurer von Hofmann.
But the composer did not expect too much, 'for/ he said to his
Maecenas, 'we are here dealing with people ... to whom our
inmost feelings . . . will always be incomprehensible/1

It was, however, not so easy to persuade Ludwig II to take such
strong measures. Although he declared that Pfistermeister was
'an insignificant and unintelligent man', he did not consider the
time had come to dismiss him and the other Ministers. 'We love
each other, the powers of darkness recoil from our strong armour/
he wrote to Wagner. 'It is impossible to dismiss the Cabinet at
present, but whatever is possible shall be done/2 Richard Wagner
did not give in. He repeated his demands. 'My King! Swiftly
and firmly/3 To encourage the King, Wagner had an article
published in the Milnchner Nettesten Nachrichten of 2Qth
November, 1865, which closed with the words: 'I venture to assert
that with the dismissal of two or three persons who do not enjoy
in any way the respect of the Bavarian people, the King and the
nation would be freed at one fell swoop from these tiresome
agitations/

Ludwig I had left Munich the day this article appeared.
Attempts had been made to induce him to take a prominent place
in the struggle against Richard Wagner, but he refused as he
did not wish to belong to those who forced their will on a King.
His departure relieved him from taking up any definite attitude;
but he had no idea that the composer himself was precipitating
the outbreak of the storm gathering about his head.

Wagner's article in the paper was extremely indiscreet and
gave his enemies the desired handle against him, as they were
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